PATENT - AMENDMENT 

Remarks 

In the Office Action mailed February 6, 2008, the Examiner: (i) rejected claim 1 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hanchett (US 6,834,301) in view of 
Hayes, Jr. (US 6,205,476); (ii) rejected claim 2 as being unpatentable over Hanchett, 
Hayes, Jr., and US Published Application 2003/0222918 ("Coulthard"); (iii) rejected 
claims 3-8, 1 1-13, 23, and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hanchett, Hayes, Jr., and Minard (US 6,247,020); and (iv) rejected claim 22 in view of 
Hayes, Coulthard, and Minard. 

In this Response, Applicant has amended claims 1 and 2. Claims 1-8, 1 1-13, and 
22-24 will be pending after entry of this Amendment. 



IL Claims 2 and 22 

Claims 2 and 22 are rejected under Section 103(a) as obvious over combinations 
of references that include Coulthard. Applicant notes that Coulthard was published on 
December 4, 2003, which is after the filing date of this application. Accordingly, 
Coulthard is only prior art under Section 1 02(e). 

Applicant respectfully submits that both Coulthard and the present invention were 
owned by the same assignee, International Business Machines Corporation, at the time 
the claimed inventions were made. See Appendix A. Accordingly, Coulthard is not 
available to support an obviousness rejection, 35 U.S.C 103(c). 

To put these claims in condition for allowance, Applicant has rewritten claim 2 in 
independent form. 
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IIL Claims 1, 3-8, 11-13, 23, and 24 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 3-8, 1 1-13, 23, and 24 under 35 US.C. 103 as 
being obviated by various combinations of Hanchett, Hayes, Jr., and Minard. 

A combination of references can only obviate an invention if the suggested 
combination teaches or suggests all of the claimed limitations. MPEP § 2142. Or put 
another way, if none of the references teach or suggest a particular limitation, then the 
claimed inventions can not be obviated by any combination of the cited art. 

Applicant respectfully submits that none of the references teaches or suggests 
"displaying a graphical indication of the inheritance state of the selected setting in an 
inheritance manager" and "displaying a current value for the selected setting in the 
inheritance manager, wherein the current value is displayed using a control type used by a 
managed application for the selected setting." 

A. Hanchett and Minard 

The Examiner has acknowledged that Hanchett and Minard fail to teach or 
suggest "displaying a graphical indication of the inheritance state of the selected setting" 
and "displaying a current value for the selected setting . , . wherein the current value is 
displayed using a control type used by a managed application for the selected setting." 
Office Action mailed October 9, 2007 at pg. 19. Therefore, Hanchett and Minard must 
also fail to teach or suggest "displaying a graphical indication of the inheritance state of 
the selected setting in an inheritance manager" and "displaying a current value for the 
selected setting in the inheritance manager, wherein the current value is displayed using a 
control type used by a managed application for the selected setting." 
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B. Hayes, Jr. 

Hayes Jr. is directed at providing an administrator with the ability to configure 
user applications by running those applications directly in the context of the user. Hayes, 
Jr., Abstract That is, the administrator can configure the end user applications by 
effectively running the application while posing as the end user. Hayes, Jr., Summary, 
col 4, lines 53-55, 

The present invention, in contrast, is directed at how to manage cross-platform, 
multi-system settings in a program dialogue. Some of these settings are global, where 
others have local overrides. A manager can never be sure when changing a setting which 
instances of systems and policies that change will affect. Moreover, global configuration 
files and inherited settings act in very different ways. For example, if a manager 
overrides the global value for a particular setting, that setting now behaves on its own, 
independent of the global setting. 

The Examiner appears to recognize this difference, but "interprets this teaching of 
Hayes to encompass applicant's limitations in that as an administrator may directly 
configure an application in the same view as an end user would see, the view would show 
the current configuration displayed using the same control types that the end user would 
see." Office Action mailed February 6, 2008 at pg. 6. Applicant has amended claim 1 to 
exclude this interpretation. Claim 1, as amended, now recites "displaying a graphical 
indication of the inheritance state of the selected setting in an inheritance manager" and 
"displaying a current value for the selected setting in the inheritance manager, wherein 
the current value is displayed using a control type used by a managed application for the 
selected setting." 
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III. Conclusion 

Applicant believes that all of the objections and rejections of record have been 
overcome and requests issuance of a Notice of Allowance, If the Examiner, upon 
considering this amendment, thinks that a telephone interview would be helpful in 
expediting Allowance of the present application, he/she is respectfully urged to call the 
Applicant's attorney at the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No.: 42,696 



Telephone: 
Fax No.: 



(507) 253-4660 
(507) 253-2382 
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